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* TheWales Youth Agency was established
by the Secretary of State for Wales in 1992 to
support the development of services to young
people throughout Wales. Itis an
independent grant-aided body and is funded
by the National Assembly for Wales.

» The purpos e of the Wales Youth Agency is to
promote, support and assist both the voluntary
and maintained sectors of the youth service to
develop and improve the quality of youth work

practice in Wales.
» To do this, the Wales Youth Agency

= assists the development of the youth work
curriculum.

= promotes staff development and the
accreditation of training.

= encourages and develops the partnership
with young people and between statutory
and voluntary organisations

= facilitates communication systems,
marketing and information services.

= supports collaborative responses to
identified priorities.

* The Wales Youth Agency is governed by a
Management Board. Sub-committees, planning
and working groups help shape policy and
practice in identified areas.

« Further information on any aspects of the work
covered in this leaflet can be obtained by
contacting the appropriate person as described in
the 'people’ section.

* Please note, this information is correct at time
of publication but is subject to change.
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...Training for Youth
Workers

* It is the responsibility of the
Education & Training Standards
Committee to develop
endorsement and accreditation
processes for standards of youth
and community work training in
Wales.

 This is achieved by the
development of guidelines for
accredited induction training for
new workers and the professional
endorsement of training for full-
time, part-time and voluntary
workers.

* This responsibility has seen the
development of the Coherent
Route of Training which provides
opportunities for personal
development from senior member
level through to post-graduate
level.

* This training is delivered through
the Staff College framework which
is a partnership of local authority,
voluntary sector and independent
organisations.

* The Wales Youth Agency is also
involved in the development of
guidelines for, and promotion of,
staff development policies for
unitary authorities and the
voluntary sector.

... Information for Youth
Workers

* The information work of the
Agency includes:
« the collation and dissemination
of relevant information
« the production of examples of
practice
¢ the maintenance of a resource
base
the issuing of publications and
information packs
» the maintenance and
development of the WYA
website

 Pigion, a bi-monthly information
pack, gives details of courses,
conferences, funding and new
resources.

* Ymlaen, the magazine for youth
workers in Wales is published three

times a year with a circulation of
3000 copies.

¢ The Resource Base holds
relevant publications, resource
packs and videos. The majority are
available on short term loan to
youth workers and youth work
managers. Visitors to the
Resource Base are also welcome.
(Advance notice please!).

A searchable list of resources is
available on our website.

...Curriculum and Policy
Development

* The Wales Youth Agency
provides a means for local
authorities and voluntary
organisations to gain professional
accreditation for the systems they
develop, according to
contemporary quality standards.

¢ Consultancy can be provided to
youth work organisations regarding
the development of quality
assurance systems. Support and
advice is also offered to youth
organisations that wish to provide
accreditation programmes for
young people and schemes for
recording their attainment.

* We also provide advice and
information to individual
organisations on strategic
development and planning, and
policy development, and we
support and share youth work
practice in Wales.

« In collaboration with the youth
work field, we have also produced
a revised Youth Work Curriculum
Statement for Wales. We are
currently developing a toolkit to
provide a more effective link
between the Statement and youth
work practice.

...International Youth
Activities

¢ The Youth Exchange Committee
for Wales exists to improve the
quality and quantity of international
youth exchange activities. The
Committee awards grants both
from UK government funds and the
European Union to support
activities between youth groups in

Wales and young people in other
countries (mainly Europe but also
other parts of the world).
Participants must be from 15-25
years of age.

* Guidelines and special
application forms are available from
the Agency

:.. NVYO Grants Scheme

* The Agency administers grant,
on behalf of the National Assembly

for Wales, to National Voluntary
Youth Organisations in Wales.

...Voluntary Youth Sector

e The Wales Youth Agency works
in partnership with the Council for
Wales of Voluntary Youth Services
(CWVYS), which is a membership
organisation that represents the

interests of the Voluntary Youth
Sector in Wales.

« Any Voluntary Youth
Organisation that works with young

people between the ages of 14-25
that complies with the membership

criteria can join.

« CWVYS' Chief Executive,
Veronica Wilson, can be contacted
on 029 20 855722 or email
cwvys@wya.org.uk

...Information for Young
People

« A major part of this function is
now carried out by Canllaw Online.
For further details please contact
Elise Stewart, Canllaw Online,
Suite 5, The Octagon, Caerphilly
Business Park, Caerphilly CF83
3ED.

Tel: 029 20 887868

Website www.canllaw-online.com
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